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King and pope pray
together in Vatican

By Tony Jones
newsdesk@newsletter.co.uk
@News_Letter

The King and Pope Leo XIV
made history when they
prayed together in a sym-
bolic moment of unity for
Anglicans and Roman Cath-
olics across the globe.

The pontiffled the prayer
duringtheecumenical service
inthe Vatican’sfamous Sistine
Chapel, likely to be seen asan-
othermilestoneinthejourney
ofthe two churches.

ItwasthefirsttimeaBritish
monarch, the Supreme Gover-
nor of the Church of England,
had prayed at a public service
withthepope, head ofthe Cath-
olic Church, since the Refor-
mation.

Charles and Camilla, mak-
ing a two-day state visit to the
Vatican, sat together afew me-
tresfrom Pope Leoat the front
ofthe congregation which fea-
tured ranks of cardinals.

At the end of the short ser-
vice Pope Leoled the symbolic
moment with the words: “Let
uspray.”

He went on to say: “God
our Father, you have created
the heavens and the earth and
made us in your own image:
teach ustoseeyourhandinall
your works and your likeness
inallyour children.

“Through Christ ourLord.”

Charles and Camilla stood
with the rest of the congrega-
tion who said “Amen” at the
end ofthe prayer.

Immediately afterwards,
in another moment of church
unity, Stephen Cottrell, the
Archbishop of York, who was
also officiating during the ser-
vice, said with Pope Leoanoth-
erprayer.

Thetwoseniorclericssaid:
“The grace of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit,bewithusallevermore.”

Andagainthe congregation
said: “Amen.”

The intervening centuries
since Henry VIII broke with
Rome to establish the Church
of England in the 16th century
had been marked by mutual
distrust between the English
stateand the papacy.

Buttheecumenical move-
ment, a drive towards world-
wide Christian unity which
began early in the 20th cen-
tury, has seen Anglicans and
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Roman Catholics working
towards this goal of togeth-
erness.

The foreign secretary nor-
mally travels with the mon-
arch on state visits, and Yvette
Coopergaveareadingfromthe
Lettertothe Romans. Like the
Queen,MsCooperwasdressed
in black - traditional attire for
women when meeting the
Pope.

Earlier, Charlesand Camil-
la sat down at a desk for talks
with Pope Leo when they met
privatelywith the pontiffinhis
official residence.

King Charles IIIand Pope Leo XIV in St Peter's Square (above) and (below) Charles and Queen Camilla with Leoin the San Damaso Courtyard
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Language
strategy

challenge
go-ahead

A campaign group has ob-
tained High Court permission
tomount a further challenge
against the Stormont admin-
istration’s continued failure
to deliver an Irish language
strategy.

Conradh na Gaeilge was
granted leave to judicially re-
view both the executive and
Communities Minister Gor-
don Lyons over alleged viola-
tionsofalegal dutywhich came
into force nearly 20 years ago.

Mr Justice McAlinden list-
ed the case for a full hearing
early nextyear.

Conradh na Gaeilge has
been involved in a long-run-
ning legal battle over pledges
to progress an initiative for
thelrishlanguagewhichdates
back to the 2006 St Andrews
Agreement.

TheHigh Courthasalready
ruled previously, in 2017 and
again in 2022, that the pow-
er-sharing government is in
breach ofanobligationtoadopt
ablueprint.

The continued failure con-
travenes the 1998 Northern
Ireland Act, successive judges
held.

Lawyers representing the
language campaigners are
seekinganorderofmandamus
compellingimplementation of
astrategy.

In court yesterday, counsel
for the Executive Committee,
Philip McAteer,said hehad no
instructionsto either resist or
consent to the application for
leave to seek ajudicial review.

Hesetouthowpower-shar-
ing arrangements require the
first minister and deputy first
minister to reach ajoint posi-
tion.

Mr Justice McAlinden de-
scribed it as an open-goal for
ConradhnaGaeilgetoclearthe
firststageinitscaseagainstthe
executive.

Formally granting leave to
seek ajudicial review, he con-
firmed the challenge will be
heardin January.

Dublin riots not fun and games: Garda

Irish police have appealed to
people, in particular young
males, not to engage in pub-
lic disorder after two days of
riotsnearahotelhousing asy-
lum seekers.

An Garda Siochana said
that publicdisorderisnot “fun
andgames” and could adverse-
ly affect people's futures.

It made the appeal after
significant damage was done

in Saggartin west Dublin after
twonights of violent disorder.

The third night of demon-
strations at Citywest Hotel
took place on Wednesday, af-
teranalleged sexualassaulton
a10-year-oldgirlinthevicinity
ofthehotelintheearlyhoursof
Monday morning.

A 26-year-old man, who
cannotbenamedbecause ofle-
galrestrictionsthatapplytoall

sexual assault casesinIreland,
appeared in court on Tuesday
charged over the alleged inci-
dent.

Reacting to the disorder,
gardai appealed to the public
to refrain from taking part in
anyriotous behaviour.

“An Garda Siochana is ap-
pealing to the public, in par-
ticular to young males; do not
getinvolved in publicdisorder

incidents,” it said.

“Thisis not fun and games
and entertainment for social
media. The choices and reck-
less decisions you may make,
to get involved or caught up in
these events may have serious
consequences and adversely
affectthecourseofyourfuture.

“An Garda Siochana ap-
peals to persons with the abil-
itytoinfluenceyounger people

(parents, family members,
friends) or influence in the lo-
cal community to engage with
younger people and appeal for
themnot togetinvolvedinthis
criminal activity.”

In relation to the disor-
der, gardai said 31 people had
been arrested, 23 of which, 21
males and two females, have
appeared before the District
Court.

Protestors throw fireworks at

Gardai officers on Wednesday
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