
Vigil of Pentecost - June 11, 2011

Exodus 19:1-9 or Acts 2:1-11
Psalm 33:12-22 (20) or Psalm 130 (4)
Romans 8:14-17, 22-27
John 7:37-39

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and ever-living God, you fulfilled the promise of Easter by sending the gift of your 
Holy Spirit. Look upon your people gathered in prayer, open to receive the Spirit's flame. 
May it come to rest in our hearts and heal the divisions of word and tongue, that with one 
voice and one song we may praise your name in joy and thanksgiving; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful,
and kindle in us the fire of your love. Alleluia.
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BACKGROUND
For use in Order of Service or Parish Magazine

Like Easter, the Christian festival of Pentecost or Whitsun (which takes place 50 days 
later), has its origins in a Jewish celebration. 

The Apostles were gathered in Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost (a day of thanksgiving 
for the first fruits of the harvest) and to commemorate the receiving of the Ten 
Commandments by Moses on Mount Sinai (Acts 2:1-4).

!
And when the feast of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the houses where they were sitting. And there 
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the spirit gave them utterance.

Fired with evangelical zeal, the Apostles sought to spread the 'good news' throughout the 
world, and the birth of the Christian Church is often said to date from that first Whitsun.

READINGS AND PSALM

Acts 2 : 1-21
In Jerusalem, many pilgrims had come for the great Pentecost Harvest Festival. As Jesus 
had promised, the Holy Spirit of God came upon the gathered company of disciples with 
great power. They found themselves impelled to proclaim the resurrection Gospel to 
everyone who would listen.

The Psalm - Psalm 104: 26-36, 37b
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1 Corinthians 12 : 3b-13
Paul explains something of the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives: he is active everywhere, 
inspiring different gifts in different people. All should work together in the unity of the 
church which is now Christʼs body on earth.

John 20 : 19-23
Johnʼs Gospel is unique in speaking of the gift of the Holy Spirit before the events of 
Pentecost. Here, Jesus appears to his friend sin a locked upper room on the evening of 
the first Easter; he gives them his peace, a breath of the Spirit and a commission to 
pronounce forgiveness of sins.

COLLECTS

Collect One

God, 
who as at this time didst teach the hearts of thy faithful people, 
by the sending to them the light of thy Holy Spirit; 
Grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgment in all things, 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end.

Collect Two

Almighty God, 
who on the day of Pentecost 
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles 
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, 
filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: 
By the power of the same Spirit 
strengthen us to witness to your truth 
and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts | of your faithful,
and kindle in us the fire | of your love. Alleluia.

Post Communion Prayer

Faithful God, 
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation the way of life eternal: 
Open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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INTERCESSION

Holy Spirit, fill us
!
“The harvest the Spirit gives is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Galatians 5:22

Loving Lord,
when we consider the stressful needs of today
in an aggressive and competing world;
when we must stand firm and resolute
awaken in us a loving and gentle spirit;
when we seek to  resist the powers of evil
walk with us and direct our paths
to the way of justice and peace.

“Now, the Lord is Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” 2 Corinthians 
3:17

Come, Holy Spirit of God,
turn our faltering words into steps of mercy,
our heartfelt yearnings into touches of care,
and our wandering thoughts into steeled resolve.
Turn our prayers into the actions of your loving purpose.
from Womenʼs World Day of Prayer ʻTOGETHER IN PRAYERʼ Lebanon 2003

We pray that this may be a time of renewal in the life of the church, in the lives of parishes 
and individuals...

PRAYERS

Almighty God, renew us day by day by thy Holy Spirit, in whom you have sealed us for 
your own: Let all bitterness be put away from us, all anger and evil-speaking and malice; 
may we be kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as you, our 
Father, has forgiven us for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth is named: Grant that, according to the riches of your glory, we may be strengthened 
with power through your Spirit in our inner being; that Christ may dwell in our hearts by 
faith; that we, being rooted and grounded in your love, may be strong to apprehend with all 
the saints what is its length and breadth and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ which passes knowledge; that we may be filled with all the fullness of God.

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your 
Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all 
things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Almighty God, who on this day
didst open the way of eternal life
to every race and nation
by the promised gift of thy Holy Spirit:
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Shed abroad this gift throughout the world
by the preaching of the Gospel,
that it may reach to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Book of Divine Worship (and the Book of Common Prayer)

Let us pray
[that the Holy Spirit
may bring peace and unity to all mankind]
Almighty and ever-living God,
you fulfilled the Easter promise
by sending us your Holy Spirit.
May that Spirit unite the races and nations on earth
to proclaim your glory.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal Litany of confession

Let us pray
[that the flame of the Spirit
will descend upon us]
Father in heaven,
fifty days have celebrated
the fullness of the mystery of your revealed love.
See your people gathered in prayer,
open to receive the Spirit's flame.
May it come to rest in our hearts
and disperse the divisions of word and tongue.
With one voice and one song
may we praise your name in joy and thanksgiving.
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal

A Prayer to the Holy Spirit

O God the Holy Ghost
Who art light unto thine elect
Evermore enlighten us.
Thou who art fire of love
Evermore enkindle us.
Thou who art Lord and Giver of Life,
Evermore live in us.
Thou who bestowest sevenfold grace,
Evermore replenish us.
As the wind is thy symbol,
So forward our goings.
As the dove, so launch us heavenwards.
As water, so purify our spirits.
As a cloud, so abate our temptations.
As dew, so revive our languor.
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As fire, so purge our dross
Christina Rossetti (AD 1830-1894)

Prayer for the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Christ Jesus,
before ascending into heaven,
You promised to send the Holy Spirit
to Your apostles and disciples.
Grant that the same Spirit
may perfect in our lives the work of Your grace and love.

Grant us the Spirit of Fear Of The Lord
that we may be filled with a loving reverence toward You.

The Spirit of Piety
that we may find peace and fulfillment
in the service of God while serving others;

The Spirit of Fortitude
that we may bear our cross with You
and, with courage, overcome the obstacles
that interfere with our salvation;

The Spirit of Knowledge
that we may know You and know ourselves
and grow in holiness;

The Spirit of Understanding
to enlighten our minds
with the light of Your truth;

The Spirit of Counsel
that we may choose the surest way of doing Your will,
seeking first the Kingdom;

Grant us the Spirit of Wisdom
that we may aspire to the things that last forever;

Teach us to be Your faithful disciples
and animate us in every way with Your Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of St. Bonaventure to the Holy Spirit

Lord Jesus, as God's Spirit came down and rested upon you,
May the same Spirit rest on us,
Bestowing his sevenfold gifts.
First, grant us the gift of understanding,
By which your precepts may enlighten our minds.
Second, grant us counsel, by which we may follow
in your footsteps on the path of righteousness.
Third, grant us courage,
by which we may ward off the enemy's attacks.
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Fourth, grant us knowledge,
by which we can distinguish good from evil.
Fifth, grant us piety,
by which we may acquire compassionate hearts.
Sixth, grant us fear,
by which we may draw back from evil
and submit to what is good.
Seventh, grant us wisdom,
that we may taste fully the life-giving sweetness of your love.
A Manual of Anglo-Catholic Devotion

LITANY

God of power, You have sent the Spirit of love,
 forgive us all the times we put conditions on our love.

You have sent the Spirit of joy
  forgive us all the times we are disagreeable and unwelcome witnesses.

You have sent the Spirit of peace
 forgive us all the times our words and actions contribute towards conflict and 
division.

You have sent the Spirit of patience
 forgive us all the times we worry because we do not see instant results to prayer.

You have sent the Spirit of kindness
 forgive us all the times we have neglected peopleʼs needs.

You have sent the Spirit of goodness
 forgive us all the times we have wilfully or thoughtlessly caused pain by our words 
or actions.

You have sent the Spirit of faithfulness
 forgive us all the times our discipleship has lacked credibility.

You have sent the Spirit of gentleness 
 forgive us all the times we have been aggressive in our attitude towards others
 
You have sent the Spirit of self-control
  forgive us all the times we have hurt others by our careless manner.

 Gracious and merciful God, grant us your forgiveness and your love that we may truly 
care for one another. 
  Refresh and renew us with your Spirit so that we can be fruitful and vital disciples 
of Jesus Christ. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray.
O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all. 
Open your hand to us, O God, giver of good things. Do not hide your face from us. 
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Should you remove your Spirit from us, we shall surely return to the dust. 
Send forth your Spirit in this worship service today and let us be re-created. 
Renew us, O God, with your spirit.

Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

 The earth is full of your creatures.
Pray a short prayer for humankind and the people of God.
End with: Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

Living things both great and small look to you for provisions.
Pray a short prayer for the earth and all creation.
End with: Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

Yonder is the sea great and wide.
Pray a short prayer for the witness of the church in the world.
End with: Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

 Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have being.
Pray a short prayer for the music ministry.
End with: Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

May our meditations be pleasing to you.
Pray a short prayer for the ministry of Word.
End with: Let us rejoice in the Lord. Renew us, O God, with your Spirit.

Renew us, O God, with your Spirit. 
In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen!

Pentecost Benediction

May God
cause the wind to blow again.
And may tongues of fire
Inspire
Your talking,
Your walking, and your doing,
Today 
And forever. 
Amen.

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
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Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit!
 We go, giving thanks to God, Alleluia!
 
The blessing of God,  Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer,  be with you this day and for 
ever.
 Amen! Alleluia!

SERMON OUTLINE

Jn 20:19-23  Receive the Holy Spirit
 Everything had happened so fast - difficult to make sense of it all... Early on the 1st day of 
the week MM had gone to the tomb & saw that the stone had been removed (20.1). Then 
Peter & John had run to the tomb- empty; & then Jesus
appeared to Mary in the garden & she went to the disciples...
 
1. The Fear of the Jews:- The disciples had witnessed the hatred & hostility of the 
authorities - so for security the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for 
the fear of the Jews. The future seemed bleak - disciples hiding behind locked doors - 
fearful frightened men... Would the authorities come for them? Would they suffer the same 
fate as Jesus?
 
2. The Figure of Jesus:- Jesus came with & stood in their midst.. He had risen indeed - 
further reassured them with
a) his Presence - proof of the Resurrection - 1 Cor 15:5,6 - he appeared to Peter & then 
to the 12. After that he appeared to more than 500 of the brothers at the same time, most 
of whom are still living - story could be verified!
b) his Peace - v21 Peace be with you. Their troubled hearts/minds needed this peace - so 
too do ours/our world!
 
3. The Forgiveness of Sins: he breathed on them and said to them, ʻReceive the Holy 
Spirit...In addition to this wonderful gift Jesus brought pardon, joy, peace, calm & 
reassurance... He gave them authority to pronounce the forgiveness of sins - if you forgive 
anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.    No 
mere man can forgive sins - but it is the churchʼs privilege to convey he message of 
forgiveness > BCP Absolution:- He pardoneth & absolveth all them that truly repent & 
unfeignedly believe his holy gospel.  $ $ $ $ $ By Norman Porteous

ONLINE SOURCES

All age worship
http://thebillabong.info/otm_pcost/otm19_p21.html

Collective worship - assembly in other words!
http://cowo.culham.ac.uk/content/index.php?1095http://

Sermons - There are several sermons in this one!
www.beswick.info/rclresources/PDA9699Ser.htm

Pentecostal insights - This sermon was first preached in the Metropolitan Community 
Church of Manchester. It contains several useful insights. One such is expressed thus: 
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“The Spirit redefined what it meant to be the people of God. Pentecost was an act of great 
inclusion.
* In a day when women were treated like property, God gave them the Spirit in equal      
! measure.
* To older ones discarded and discounted, God gave the Spirit.
* To the young, often abused and neglected, God gave the Spirit.
* To the oppressed, the enslaved, God gives the liberating Spirit.
* God was personally breaking down barriers welcoming those who too often get left out.”

http://www.mccmanchester.co.uk/sermons/sermon_08jun03.htm

Sermons from Seattle - there are ten sermons offered for Pentecost - three of them on 
the passage in Acts.

http://www.sermonsfromseattle.com/pentecost.htm
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