
Speaking to the soul  

 Life

This is what God has testified: He has given us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have 
life. 1 John 5:11-12       



Sooner or later, everyone is bound to ask what life is all 
about. Freddie Mercury, the lead singer of Queen, one of 
the most successful rock groups of all time, asked the 
question in one of his last songs: “Does anyone know what 
we are living for?” It was a genuine cry from the heart. In 
human terms, he had everything. He had money and fame 
on a colossal scale, but, shortly before his death in 1991, he 
admitted that he was desperately lonely. He said: “You can 
have everything in the world and still be the loneliest man, 
and that is the most bitter type of loneliness. Success has 
brought me world idolisation and millions of pounds, but it’s 
prevented me from having the one thing we all need – a 
loving, ongoing relationship.”

John would have totally agreed with Mercury. A “loving, 
ongoing relationship” is what we all need, and the only place 
to find that is in our relationship with God. Human 
relationships are wonderful, but they come and go, and 
even the best of them cannot last forever. However, our 
relationship with God has no limits and will never come to 
an end. It is this relationship which opens the door to life in 
all its fullness.

John was typically blunt in his language. If you have faith in 
Jesus, you have life, and if you don’t have faith in him, you 
don’t have life. This is completely in line with Jesus’ own 
language. He said: “I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much 
fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
Jesus’ words give the definitive answer to anyone who 
wants to find the real purpose of life, whether they are a 
rock star or you and me.



QUESTION
What do you think John meant by describing people as not 
having life?

PRAYER
Lord God, thank you that your Son came to this world to 
give us life in all its fullness. Amen
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