Speaking to the soul

Called by name

When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and
called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick,
come down! | must be a guest in your home today.”
Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his
house in great excitement and joy. But the people were
displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious
sinner,” they grumbled. Luke 19:5-7

Everyone loves to be called by name. It is particularly
special if you didn’t realise that the person speaking to you
knew your name. Clearly, Zacchaeus was not only surprised



that Jesus knew his name, but thrilled when he offered to
visit his house. This changed everything for Zacchaeus, who
realised that he had to turn his life around.

The fact that Jesus came into the world to save sinners is
amazing and wonderful, but it means little until you realise
that he is addressing you personally. You matter to God.
Incredibly, as Augustine stated long ago, if you had been the
only sinner who had ever lived, Jesus would have died for
you. As a teenager, | really struggled to believe that | could
be that important to God. It seemed so unlikely, but that is
precisely the truth that Jesus came to proclaim to the world.
That is the good news, and when you accept it for yourself,
it cannot fail to turn your life upside down.

The crowd didn’t approve of Jesus’ choice. They couldn’t
believe that he would go to the home of a notorious sinner.
They had assumed that Jesus would choose people who
they considered to be respectable, not a tax collector who
represented everything that was most appalling and
distasteful about their society. However, the good news of
Jesus knows no limits. He still comes to sinners of all kinds
and personally welcomes them to receive the gift of his
salvation.

QUESTION
If Jesus were walking the streets of your community and
looking for a notorious sinner, whose home would he visit?

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, thank you that you call me by name and that,
incredibly, you offer me the gift of new life. Amen



Photo - Discover life at one of Ireland’s most striking
lighthouses, set on a dramatic, wave-battered coast. To
mark European Heritage Open Days 2025, St. John’s Point
Lightkeepers’ Houses, will be open for free tours on Sunday
14th September, 10am—4pm. St. Johns Point, 1 Point Road,
Killough, County Down






